CHAPTER       SIXTEEN
It is true that a century before I was born there was a
constitution, and a people, and the promise of a
nation* But until fifty years ago there was no
American character, as such, and American civiliza-
tion, with its amazing vigour and its unique qualities,
had not come into existence.
That is why there is so little freedom in America,
We are not ripe for it. We have a vast continent to
lick into shape. We have to instil into millions of
new-comers the elementary traditions of citizenship.
We can only do that by many arbitrary measures
which, to older civilizations, often appear ridiculous.
Prohibition is an example of one of those measures.
It takes centuries to learn how to drink. It is a taste
which can only be matured through the ages. And
so - we have to prohibit that taste altogether, just as
a schoolmaster forbids his pupils to smoke cigarettes.
It is utterly different in England/ he continued.
'England has the accumulated wisdom of ages, and
she can allow her people to do what they want. That
is the reason why so many Englishmen misunder-
stand America, and so many Americans misunder-
stand England. You laugh at our schoolboy regula-
tions, not realizing that they are vitally necessary,
and we laugh at your antiquated traditions, not
realizing that they are the blood and bone of the
whole body of the Empire, There is not a single
tradition which has not its roots in necessity and
common sense. And the Englishman guards those
roots, because he knows that if they are ever torn up,
the whole structure will fall to the ground.*
He understands England better, I think, than any